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An Accompt of fome Books. 

UProfe de Signori Academics di Bologna j in Bologna t 1672 
in 4 0 . 

T His Is a Complex of 1 f. Difcourfes, at feveral times 
made by feveral perfons of the Illujftrious Academy 
°f Bologna, publifh'd under the Prefidentfhip of the Noble 
Count Valerio 2fani* Though thefe diflertations be all in¬ 
genious and learned,each in their kind ; yet we lliall here 
chiefly take notice of the la ft of them fas moft futable to 
thedefignof thefe Tracts,) compofed by the Excellent 
Signor Montanan , concerning the admirable Changes and 
other Nevelties obferv'd in the Heavens. Touching which 
(ubjetft the Author fcruplesnot to affirm againft the fond 
Maintainers of the Immutability and Incorruptibility of the 
Celeftial Bodies, that there is not one Conftellation, which 
ferveth not for anlnftanccof wonderfulNovelties and fre¬ 
quent Changes, either by the Acceflion of New Stars not 
difcover’d before, or by the Extinction of fome of thofe 
that had been obferv’d formerly , or by increafe of 
Light in fome, or the diminution of it in others. In the pro. 
ving of this AlTertion he is very particular; yet (o that he 
referrs the Reader to a large Treatife, he is now preparing 
under the Title of the INSTABILITIES of the FIRMA* 
MENT» not doubting but that he fhall make it out to the 
Affcrtors of the Incorruptibility of thefe Vifiblo Heavens, 
that even in the Stars anciently defcribed there are obferv’d 
fuch Changes, as would befufficientto make Arif ode him- 
felf, if alive, change his opinion in this point. 

Amongft the many particulars, in which this Author in- 
ftanceth to make good his Affirmation, fuch as are the Con. 
Reflations of Andromeda, Perfeus, Vrfa, Draco, and alrnoft 
all the Northern ones, he noteth, that, having of late years 
found a confiderable diverflty in the Pleiades^ and the nu¬ 
merous Stars there-abour, from them as they were defer - 
bed byGaWfr,he hath taken the pains of deferibing them a= 
new by a Telefcope of 20 palmeSjCchat is, about 13! foor,) 
and exhibited them in this very Track Nor 
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Nor does he doubt, but thefe Changes in the Fixt Stars 
have been frequent in other times; unregarded therefore 
becaufe itfeem d to meu too abfurd.that fuch glorious parts 
of Nature, as the Heavens and Stars are, lhould alfo be 
fubjetftto luch viciflitudes and alterations; as if themani. 
fold Wifdom and Power of the Great Creator and Supream 
Governor of the Uoiverfe did not as well fhioe forth from 
the one, as the other. 

Ifit be obje<fted,that the Appearance and Disappearance 
of thofe Stars may be afcribed to their Elongation from, 
and Proximity to our Eyes: He anfwers, fir(i , That of alt 
the Celeftial Motions there being obferv’d none but what 
areCircular or at leaft approaching toCircular.ifwe fhould 
think fo of the Fixt Stars that appear anew, then the Plane 
of that Circle being over the Planeof our Eye, the Upper 
part of that Circle mull needs be remoter from the Lower 
part,for Stars of the fecond Magnitude, more than fix times 
at leaft; that is to fay, that the Star in difappearing to our 
Eye mult be removed at leaft fix times farther off than when 
it appeared brighteft : In which cafe we muftr needs fee that 
*Star move in an apparent ftraightline, or in an Arch of a 
great Circle of above 19 degrees; which is moft con* 
trary to all Obfervation, by which it is notorious,that none 
of them do recede from their apparent firft pla ce,Secondly, 
That not only in the lately mention’d Hypotbejis of the Cir* 
cle, but alfo fuppofing the Motion of fuchs’tars through a 
ftraightline palling diretftly over our Eye, the faid di* 
ftancesof thofe .Stars, fix times multiplyed by us, would 
not be fufficienc to falve the Phenomenon of being feen for a 
determinate time, and then tadifappear; butit would be 
requifireto fuppofein a manner an infinite profundity of 
the Stellar Sphere : an Exorbitancy not to be admitted, 
where no other reafon urgeth to do it than the falving of 
inch Appearances, All which he largely explaineth in his dih 
courfe; concluding it with a Confiderarion,which imports, 
that, finee Aftronomers do now generally agree, that the 
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Fixt Stars are, like the Sud, encbled with their own native 
Light, he fees no inconvenience in it to that they 

muftalfo be fubjeft 10 the incurfions of fuch Spots, as the 
Sun is. which frequently augmenting about them do ob* 
fcurejmpair,or quite abfcond theirL?ght,&: rhatfcmetimes 
for a long.fometimes for a fhort time,& by turns,according 
as the matter,of which they are made up, gathers together 
in great or fmall quanxity.And therefore if fuch bodies up? 
on a fudden meet about any Star, which for many ages,be¬ 
ing free from fuch darkning m >tter,did fhine very bright to 
us, what wonder,it fhould be obfcured.or vanifb altogether? 
Again, if any Star, which before had alwaies about it fuch 
a quantify of Spots, as that for a long time it was counted to 
be (for example) of the fourth Magnitude,do unexpected¬ 
ly unvail its fice, it will then fhine forth ar.d challenge poffi. 
bly the place of a Star of the fecond or fitft Magnitude „• 
Again, if any Star, having been for many ages confin’d to 
a dark prifon among thefe Spots,do break Piifon and fhow 
its formerly reftrain’d I ightj what wonder, if there appear 
to us a New and never before feenSrar? Andifby anew 
collection of Spots it return to its former imprifonment 5 
what wonder, if we lofe again the Splendor of it ? Laftly,if 
one only part of the body of any Star lets out its internal 
luftre, and have a period.cal morion about its own Center; 
ycu’l fee it,uo !efs than that of Buliialdus’s in the Whale, ap. 
pear at certain determinate times, untill a new aiafsof col- 
letted Spots, or a new Opening of the fame do oecafion an 
unexpected alteration. 

Thefe our Author propofes as Vojfible Caufes of fuch Efi 
feCks 5 remitting thofe, that require Indubitable ones, to that 
of Lucan Pharfal. 1 . 1. 

Qrnrite quos agitnt Mundi labor; atmihi fen,per 
T«, qu&cunque mr.ves tarn crebrot Can fa meatus , 

%H Superi valuere, late — — 

So much of this Exercitation. which we confider as mofl: 
proper for our purpofe. As for the others, we fliall but 
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name fome of them, vi^, Of all forts of Equeftrian Games 
and Exercifes ? of all forts of Baths,, and the various Enter¬ 
tainments therein, of the feveral Se&s of Philofophers,and 
the Gcnuin Method of Philolophiling, here efteem’d to be 
the Experimental way; of the Phylical Caulesof the repu¬ 
ted Sympathies and Antipathies of things 5 of Mufical In- 
tervals,and of Mufick in general 5 of Moral Philofbphy,£$f. 

II. "Relation de divert Voyages Curieux , IV Partie. A Paris* 
1 67 inf oh 

T His Fourth part of the Curious Voyages of the wor¬ 
thy M.Thevenot is as yet but begun, there being on¬ 
ly printed of it and traoimitted to us two Difcourfes, the 
one containing a Pourtraiture of the Indians by D. Juan de 
Valafox, Bilhop de la Vuebla de lot Angelos ■, the other being a 
Relation of the Voyages of N, N.into the River della Plata 
and from thence over Land into Perou. 

Concerning the former, the faid Bilhop having in TSem 
Spain for feveral years exercifed the Charge of Vifitor and 
Vice-Roy as well as Bilhop,and thereby acquired a perfe# 
knowledg of the evils,which thofe Indians were made to fuf- 
fer, he prefented this difcourfe to Philip IV. King of Spain , 
to acquaint him with the Innocence of thole people, the ill 
treatment they lay under, and the remedies that might te 
adminiftred for it. 

In defcribing their nature and manners,he affirms, that 
there can hardly be any people more humble, more gentle 
and lefs intereffed} that never are idle,but alwaies employ¬ 
ed by the Strangers fet over them* that know no Envy* that 
are very chaft except when overtaken with drink, which 
they are the more fubjedf to, becaui^ they eat but little. 
Though they are good natured and feemingly innocent,yet, 
faith be i they want no wit 5 of which he ailedgeth many Ex* 
amplcs: Among others praifeth the fagadty, by which one 
of thole Indians convinced a Spaniard to ive Ifolleo his 
Horfe. For,when that Indian faw that the judge,what pains 
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foever he took in examining the accufed party, could find 
no proof of the Theft, he threw his cloak over the ftolne 
Hordes head, asking the Theif,ofwhat Eye the Horfe was 
blind ? The thief, being pufled, and yet uuwilling to appear 
mute, anlwer'd at random, of the right Eye. Whereupon the 
iw^MjUncovcring the Horfes head,faid.’Tis plain,theHorfe 
is none of thine, for thou knoweft not, that he is neither 
blind of the right nor of the left Eye. 

Bcfi Jes, he taketh notice^ that there are good Mufitians 
amongft them,that manage their voyce well; that play on 
all forts of Inftruments, and found a Trumpet very well 5 
that have Mufick-books in their Ghappels, and Matters of 
Mufick in all the Parochial Churches. 

Further, he tells ms,that they are very dextrous in cutting 
and polifhing Pretious-ftones, of which alfo and their vir* 
tues they are faid by him to be very skilful> as they alfo are 
of the virtues of Plants , whence they draw good and ve» 
ry fuccesful remedies againft many difeafes and infirmities. 

Again, he commends both their dexterity and courage,in 
that they caft themfelves ftark naked into the water,and get¬ 
ting upon the back of a Crocodile, take the opportunity, 
when the Beaft opens his throat,to put a ftick of half an Ell 
long betwixt his teeth, and fo draw him with a cord,tyed 
to the ftick, a {hore,£?c. 

The o^erDifcourle is made by one Acarete aBifiaya» 3 v/ho 
having failed A. 1657* from Cadi^to Buenet-ayrej in the Sou¬ 
thern America^ about the Mouth of the River dela Vlata 3 
was fent from thence over Land into Perou , which is above 
400 Leagues 5 in which Voyage he made many not con¬ 
temptible Obfervations.He ftay’d fome time aiPotofi 3 where 
he faw the Silver-and-Gold=Mioes,and affifting at the mao-- 
nificentfolennity celebrated for the Birth of the Prince of 
Spain, he was an Eye=witnefs,that the Streets,where the Pro- 
ceffion pafs'd,were paved all along with barres of Silver. 

Hedefcribes very exa&ly the Countries of America , he 
pafs'd through j noting the Scituationof the places, the A. 

nimal 



( $130 ) 

nimals and Plants to be found there, the Temperature of 
the Air, the Manners of the Inhabitants,their number, their 
wealth, and the commodities they trade in. 

He obferves, that about the Upper part of the river V- 
f itment, towards Parana and the Province of Paraguait , there 
are rich Gold-mines, difeover'd by Jefuites j of whichthe 
Gold is much finer than that of Perou , 

In the fame Province grows an Herb call’d Herbof Para - 
guais ,ordinarily given to the Mine-men affli&ed by the Sul¬ 
phureous and other damps of the Mines,who are recover’d 
by drinking the deco&ion thereof, which makes them vo¬ 
mit up with ere-at eafe whatever troubles their ftomack* 
In the way from Buenos^ayret to Percu i about S. Jago del 
Eftro , as he met with Tigers very fierce, fo he found the Ly« 
ons very gentle. About the fame place he found thofe Ani» 
mals call’d Guanacos^ as big as Horfes, with long necks,lit¬ 
tle heads, and fhort tayls; having in their ftomack the Be- 
^oar-ft one. 

Speaking of the Ojlriches abounding in that Country, he 
relateth a remarkable thing, which he faith he hath feen. 
That, when that Bird is hatching her Eggs, and 
they are ready to hatch.fhe breaks Four of them and car¬ 
ries them to the four corners of the place fhe is hatching 
in: which Eggs thus broken coming to corrupt,there is in a 
little time bred cut of them a great quantity of worms , 
with which the young ones, when hatched, are fed untill 
they are able to go and feek for their food elfewhere, 
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